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Joseph L Campbell ’I~le Honorable Patr~cia Beneke The Hono~l~ M~ Nichols
~e~t Ass~t S~�~ - Water ~d Scienc~ S~ o~R~o~s
J~s Pret~i

Eli~be~ R. Anel,o 1849C S~e~ 1416 N~ S~KS~te 1311
~,~ ~u, W~o~ DC 20240 Sa~~, CA 95814
~ O. ~cenk~, D.C.

G~t M~ Re: Con~ Costa Water D~’s lnter~ ~ ~e C~D Bay-Ddta Pro~am

Dear Assistant Secretary Beneke and Seereta~ Nichols:

The Contra Costa Water District (CCWD) serves over 400.000 people a~ well as 10
major industries. 36 smaller industries and businesses, and 50 agrieulmmI users
throughout north-central and east Contm Costa County. CCWD has been one of the
most active and supportive participauts ifi the CALFED Bay-Delta Program since it~
inception in 1994, providh~ written and verbal comments to CALFED reflecting
CCWD’s strong interests in proteethg the Bay-Delta and atl its beneficial uses.
Those interests include protection and enhan~ment of the Bay-Delta ecosystem, and
protection and improvement of water quality in the Delta to al!ow for municipal and
industrial uses.

CCWD is an active member of the CALFED Water Management Development Team.
(WM~T) and is particularly concerned with CALFED’s ’£ailtu~ to incorporate
adequate water quality actions as part of the WMDT. Water quallty must be an equal
part of the "three-legged stooP’. CALFED actions ha Stage 1 (the first 7-10 years)
and beyond, and the choices, regarding operation mad consmtefion of facilities and
actions, must be designed to benefit sot only the ecosystem, fisheries and water
supply but also to result in continuous improve~ment in water quality. Indeed, many
proposed actions will result ha water quality degradation.

A detailed list of water quality actions that CCWD re-quests be incorporated into
CALFED’s water management programs is described i~ Attachment A. These
include increasing Delta outflow in the fall when salinity concentrations in the
Central and South Delta are typically highest and wher~ actions to make-up water
supply for export water users are most likely to degrade Delta. water quality.
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Water exchanges that blend high quality Sierra supplies with Delta water and selective Delta
pumping schedules can also be used to improve the quality of drinking water for users of Delta
water as part of a comprehensive water quality package. However, these actions alone may not
meet CALFED’s water quality goals unless new storage is included as part of the CALFED
preferred alternative.

CCWD has developed a list of items that must be addressed by the CALFKD Bay-Delta Program
by the time of the Record of Decision (Attachment B), CALFED mukt address these items if it is
to succeed in meet~tg its goals and objectives.

In I988, the voter-constituents of CCWD approved a bond measure to finance the $430 million
Los Vaqueros Project_ The Project was completed on time and on budget aud is now in
operation. The Los Vaqueros Project improves the water quality for CCWD’$ customers and
also gives the region a much needed emergency supply of watsr. CALFED is currently
considering the Los Vaqueros Reservoir site as a potential dement of the preferred .alternative.
CCWD recognizes that if this watershed is used to support a larger reservoir, the ~aew facility
could offer considerable water quality and ecosystem benefits on a system-wide basis. However,
CCWD will not consider or support a proposal involving the Los Vaqueros or Kellogg reservoir
sites without assurances that protect CCWD’s investment_ These assurances are listed in
Attachment C.

CCWD will continue to constructively participate in the development of a successful CALFED
Bay-Delta Program. A detailed list of CCWD interests tn the Bay-Delta and associated river
systems that will guide CCWD’s participation is given in Attachment D.

CCWD hopes the concerns and issues d~cribr.d within this l~tter will receive proper attention. If
you have any. questions regarding this letter, please contact me at (925) 688-8034.

Sincerely,                                                                         ’

Walter ~’~
General Manager

Attachments: (A) List of Water Quality Actions for Stage
03) CCWD’s Must-Have List for the Record of Decision
(C) .Protection of CCWD’s Interests Regarding the Los Vaqueros Project
(D) CCWD Imterests in the Bay-Delta and Associated River Systems

cc: Steve Ritehie, CALFED Bay-Delta Program
Water Management Development Team
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